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Introduction

Connecting OpenOffice.org to a database via JDBC is a fairly
straightforward exercise. However, information about preparation is
often missing from tutorials on the subject, and this part of the exercise
is not obvious nor intuitive.

Therefore, here is a brief step-by-step tutorial on how to setup and
connect to the database. Although the database server featured here
is the McKoi SQL database server, the principles hold good for other
database servers.

2. Prepare

Ensure that the Java VM is installed and setup. Normally, this will have
been done during OpenOffice.org installation.

However, in the case that it is not, download and install a JRE from
Sun Microsytems (http://java.com/en/download/index.jsp), then from
the menu, select:

a. Tools | Options, and select OpenOffice.org | Java (Figure 1)

b. Check the 'Use a Java runtime environment' checkbox

c. Click the 'Add..." button, and navigate to the installation location.
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Once you are satisfied that a JRE is installed and in use for Ooo, it is
necessary to specify the classpath for the JDBC driver.

a. Click 'Classpath' button

b. Click 'Add Archive' button (Figure 2)

c. Browse for 'mkjdbc.jar'

d. Click 'OK’, and Click 'OK'

e. Shutdown OpenOffice.org
x
Assigned Folders and archives
‘ Add Archive, .. |
Add Folder |
Remaoyve |
Ok I Cancel | Help |
Figure 2
3. Connect
Start OpenOffice.org Base
You will be presented with the Database Wizard (Figure 3)
Select 'Connect to an existing database'
x|

Steps

. Select database

2. et up IDBC connection
3. Set up user authentication

4, Save and procesd

Welcome to the DpenOffice.org Database Wizard

Use the Database Wizard ko create a new database, open an existing database file,
or conneck to a database stored on a server,

What do you want to do?
' Create a new database
' Open an existing database file

Recently used

[ Coen., |
& Connect to an existing database;
Jioec |
Help | << Back | Mext == I Einish | Cancel
Figure 3
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In 'Datasource URL' textbox add 'mckoi://localhost/' (Figure 4)

In 'JDBC Driver Class' textbox add 'com.mckoi.JDBCDriver'

Database Wizard x|

Steps Set up a connection to a JDBC database
1. Select database Please enter the required information to connect ko a JDBC database.
Please contact your system administrator if wou are unsure about the Following

2. Set up JDEC connection settings.

3. Set up user authentication

Datasource URL
4. Save and procesd debc: mickoi: fflocalhost)

JDEC driver class

com.mckoi, JDECDriver Test class |

Figure 4

Click on 'Test class' button.
An information dialogue will be displayed, giving result of test
(Figure 5).

Open0ffice.org Base x|

o JDBC Driver Test

The JDBC driver was loaded successfully.

Figure 5

If test is successful, then Click 'Next' ...
Enter username (Figure 6).

Tick 'Password
. 1 Steps Set up the user authentication
required
. 1. Select database Some databases require you to enter a user name.
Ch eCkbOX’ If 2, Set up JDBC connection
necessa ry- & & c User name |admin_user

4. Save and proceed

Click 'Test
Connection' button.

Test Connection

Help << Back | Mext »= I Einish | Cancel |

Figure 6
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Enter password, if necessary (Figure 7).

User Name and Password Required x|

Login
Ok
A password is needed to connect to the data source . |—I
Cancel |
User name admin_user

Help |
Password I********l

[V Remember password kill end of session

Figure 7

If test is successful, then Click 'Next' ...

OpenOffice.org Base x|

Q Connection Test

The connection was established successfully,

Figure 8

Select options to proceed (Figure 9), and click Finish.

Database Wizard =

Steps Decide how to proceed after saving the database

1. Select database Do you want the wizard to register the database in OpenOffice.arg?
2. et up JDBC connection (%' Yes, register the database for me

3. Set up user authentication ¢~ Mo, do not register the database

After the database file has been saved, what do you want to do?

V¥ Open the database for editing
[ Create tables using the table wizard

Click 'Firish' ta save the database,

Help | << Back Mext == | Einish I Cancel

Figure 9
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Save the database to a convenient location (Figure 10)
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Figure 10

Now the database is ready for use (Figure 11)
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Jupiter Information Technology can provide full support for OpenOffice.org

e Training and training materials

« Installation and pre-installation support
o Help Desk and General Support

o Macros, templates, etc
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URL’s

OpenOffice.org

McKoi SQL Database Server
Jupiter Information Technology

Java Runtime Environment

http://www.openoffice.org/
http://mckoi.com/database/
http://www.jup-it-er.co.uk/

http://java.com/en/download/index.jsp
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